
Financial connections that make the transition from 
High School to College a snap!  

Fill out a FAFSA and submit it early 
     The first step in the process is to fill out the Free      
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  You  
can print out a FAFSA or submit it electronically 
through www.fafsa.ed.gov. 
      Fill the FAFSA out completely since an incomplete 
application may be returned creating an unnecessary 
delay.  Make sure to answer “yes” to the item on the 
FAFSA about your interest in a student loan, so your 
eligibility for one will be determined. 
     You stand a better chance of getting the best aid 
package possible for your situation if you complete the 
application process early.  We recommend submitting 
your application no later than March 31.  You should 
also check with the school you wish to attend, as they 
often set their own application deadlines. 
 The federal government determines your eligibility 
      The information you supply on the FAFSA allows 
the federal government to determine your eligibility  
for various financial aid programs including: 
· Federal grants, which do not need to repaid. 
· Federal work-student, which allows a student to 

work part-time on campus. 
· Federal loan programs, Stafford subsidized and 

Stafford unsubsidized, which are offered through 
your credit union. 

Receive your SAR Report 
     If you submit a paper FAFSA form, within four to 
six weeks a Student Aid Report (SAR), summarizes  
the  financial aid program for which you qualify, will  
be sent to you and the school(s) to which you applied.  
If you applied via the Web, you will receive a SAR  
by mail usually within a week after a complete  
application is received. Based on the SAR, your school 
will determine the maximum amount of aid for which 
you qualify under each program and send you an 
“award” letter. 
Receive your award letter 
     The award letter breaks down the total amount of 
grants, scholarships and federal aid for which you are 
eligible in an academic year.  If the award letter shows 
you are eligible for a Stafford student loan and/or your 
parents would like to take out a PLUS loan for you, 
please contact us at 729-2999.  
 

Be sure to use our lender code 830370 anywhere it is 
requested. 
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